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IMPORTANT 
SAVE THE DATES: 

• March 11th 2015 Wednesday 
WORD Spring Event 
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm  
Ellin Oliver Keene 
Lynnwood Convention Center 
Dinner included.  

• March 31st 2015 
Bonnie Campbell Hill Award 
Deadline. Apply! 
http://wordreading.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/08/2015BCHA
wardApplication1.pdf  

• April 23rd 2015 Saturday 
Seattle Reading Council 
5 pm – 8 pm. A Return Event with 
Matt Glover: Reading Like a Writer 
Using Mentor Texts. Highline School 
District 

• May 29th 2015 Friday                
6 pm – 9 pm Exec Comm 

• May 30th 2015 Saturday              
9 am – 2 pm  State Bd Mtg 

Our Exec/State Board Meetings are 
held at the Hawthorne Inn & Suite.  
6329 S. 212th St, Kent, WA 98032. 

Food will be provided. J 
• November 14th 2015 Fall 

Conference 
“I try to teach my students that 
books are a mirror, reflecting 
their own lives, and a window, 

giving them a peek into 
someone else’s.” Donalyn Miller 

 
What professional learning 
opportunities are your local 

councils offering?  Please let 
Denise know all the specifics! 

dgudwin@gmail.com so they can 
be included in the next WORD 

Monthly Digest! 
 

Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/WORDreading 
 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ 
wordreading  
 

WORD Website: www.wordreading.org 

 

A Message from Denise A Dinner with Ellin! 
 Hello Colleagues and Friends of WORD,   
 I am happy to announce this new form of communication   
 with you - A monthly WORD Digest, a two-page-chocked- 
 full  of usable literacy information for you. In our busy lives,  
 this two-pager will be easy to read and will be full of   
 resources and great information, coming to you each  
 month. We hope you like it... Let us know! 
 
 Please plan on joining us at an incredible professional   
 development opportunity -  "A Dinner with Ellin" on March  
 11th. What a great opportunity that will be!!  REGISTER  
 TODAY! Also, be sure to Save the Date for our Fall  
 Conference on November 14th.  There will be standing room 
 only - Donalyn Miller will be sharing words of wisdom with us, 
 as well as fabulous break-out session speakers. REGISTER FOR 
BOTH TODAY!  Be a part of our local council learning 
communities.  Check out our other Save the Date upcoming 
PD days included on the left.  ★ Lake WA, Seattle, & Inland 
NW just had high quality PDs with author Georgia Heard (LW), 
Nikki Elliot-Schuman (Inland NW), & Cynthia Knisely/Beth 
Simpson, OSPI, Kathy Egawa/Andrea Smith (Seattle) – 
worthwhile learnings and awesome turnouts – a combined 
number of over 250! 
 
 Read something great today, both for yourself and your   
 students. 
Fondly, 
 Denise 

 

Ellin Oliver Keene           
is coming to Lynnwood 

Convention Center, 
Wednesday March 11th!  
Come join WORD for a 
great night of learning!  

As of February 16th, North 
Sound Reading Council 

had the highest number of 
registered members so far.  

To register, go to 
www.wordreading.org 

 

 

 
                   The spotlight is on Local Council… Lake Washington 
This	  November,	  the	  Lake	  Washington	  Literacy	  Council	  (LWLC)	  hosted	  over	  100	  council	  members	  for	  
their	  annual	  Professional	  Development	  and	  Pizza	  night.	  Teachers	  throughout	  the	  Lake	  Washington	  
School	  District	  volunteered	  to	  lead	  14	  sessions	  on	  reading	  and	  writing	  followed	  by	  pizza.	  	  Teachers	  
also	  volunteered	  to	  lead	  five	  book	  clubs	  this	  year	  for	  LWLC	  members.	  On	  February	  21,	  their	  big	  
event	  was	  hosting	  Georgia	  Heard	  to	  speak	  about	  nonfiction	  mentor	  texts	  and	  poetry.	  Over	  135	  
teachers	  throughout	  the	  state	  registered	  to	  attend	  this	  day	  of	  learning.	  This	  June,	  LWLC	  hosts	  its	  
annual	  Summer	  Book	  Packs	  event	  to	  support	  their	  at-‐risk	  readers	  by	  providing	  them	  5-‐10	  books	  to	  
read	  over	  the	  summer.	  Community	  members	  donate	  books	  to	  supplement	  our	  council’s	  funds	  to	  
purchase	  books,	  teachers	  come	  and	  “shop”	  at	  the	  event,	  and	  then	  selected	  students	  choose	  which	  
books	  they’d	  like	  to	  read.	  	  In	  addition	  to	  board	  members,	  all	  LWLC	  events	  are	  promoted	  by	  their	  40	  
wonderful	  building	  reps	  at	  each	  elementary	  and	  middle	  school	  in	  their	  district,	  which	  they	  are	  very	  
grateful	  for!	  	  WOW!	  KUDOS	  TO	  LAKE	  WASHINGTON	  LITERCY	  COUNCIL!	  
 

 

IRA is now ILA – International Literacy Association.  The name change is a process, so we will see both IRA       
and ILA on reading.org, on publications, and online. Patience!  Soon it will all reflect the new name of ILA.    

 



 

       

 
 
 
 

Literacy Links – Some Great Resources to Share! 
Ask a Researcher - Literature Circles: (ILA) http://www.reading.org/reading-today/post/lrp/2013/07/29/what-type-of-
literature-circle-grouping-works-best-same-ability-or-mixed-ability-?utm_source=Inspire-
1214&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Inspire 
 
IRA Position Statement: Leisure Reading: A Joint Position Statement of the International Reading Association, The 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre, and the National Council of Teachers of English 
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/position-statements-and-resolutions/ps1082_leisure_reading.pdf Summary: 
Students' reading comprehension, vocabulary, general knowledge, motivation to read throughout their lives, and 
positive attitudes toward reading are enhanced when they have regular opportunities to choose reading materials for 
leisure reading. This position statement is important at a time when the results of international surveys indicate a 
decline in students' positive attitudes toward reading & when an emphasis on high-stakes literacy tests works against 
providing time for leisure reading in classrooms. 
 
From the Literacy Research Association listserve (interesting, soft research): 
Scholastic Fall 2014 Survey Report: Kids & Family Reading Report 
(http://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/Scholastic-KidsAndFamilyReadingReport-5thEdition.pdf?v=100) 

In fall 2014, Scholastic, in conjunction with YouGov, conducted a survey to explore family attitudes & behaviors 
around reading books for fun. The key findings of this research, based on a nationally representative sample of 
2,558 parents & children, including 506 parents of children ages 0–5; 1,026 parents of children ages 6–17; plus 
one child age 6–17 from the same household, are as follows: 
o The State of Kids & Reading 

§ Half of all children ages 6–17 (51%) are currently reading a book for fun & another one in five (20%) 
just finished one. (p. 8) 

§ Both parents of children ages 6–17 (71%) & kids (54%) rank strong reading skills as the most 
important skill a child should have. Yet while 86% of parents say reading books for fun is extremely 
or very important, only 46% of kids say the same. (p. 9 & 10) 

§ Three-quarters of parents with children ages 6–17 (75%) agree “I wish my child would read more 
books for fun,” & 71% agree “I wish my child would do more things that did not involve screen time.” 
(p. 10 & 15) 

o Spotlight: What Makes Frequent Readers 
§ Frequent readers, defined as children who read books for fun 5–7 days a week, differ substantially in 

a number of ways from infrequent readers—those who read books for fun less than one day a week. 
For instance, 97% of frequent readers ages 6–17 say they are currently reading a book for fun or 
have just finished one, while 75% of infrequent readers say they haven’t read a book for fun in a 
while. (p. 12 & 27)  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our WORD Digest monthly issues will be posted at: http://wordreading.org/word-newsletter 

 

 

Books Too Good to Miss: 
Kid Lit/Middle Grade/YA 

 

Don’t miss the release of Cinderella in theatres March 13th! 
Cinderella Movie Trailer 

Check out these links for great Cinderella resources: 
Multlicultural Cinderella Stories" Picture Books from the American Library Association - more than 500 versions have 
been found from Europe alone! http://www.ala.org/offices/resources/multicultural   
 

Titles, covers, and reviews of books can be found at http://www.amazon.com/Cinderella-Stories-Around-
World/lm/TY1BGVNK4BM5  

        

Are you a Pinterest Fan? https://www.pinterest.com/debdanz/cinderella-stories-from-around-the-world/ 

How are you 
using ILA’s great 
member 
resources?  
 
Stay tuned for 
Favorites in Kid 
Lit – Children’s, 
Middle Grades, 
and YA books – 
in our next  
WORD DIGEST! 
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